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NICK AGOCS — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.10 pm]: It is with deep 
sadness that I wish to inform the house of the passing of Mr Nick Agocs, JP, one of Western Australia’s most 
dedicated and committed ethnic community leaders. Born in July 1938, Mr Agocs passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, 27 April 2021 surrounded by his family. 
Mr Agocs was a passionate advocate of multiculturalism and equality in Western Australia. As a leader in the 
Hungarian community, he dedicated much of his life to representing Western Australia’s culturally and linguistically 
diverse communities of all backgrounds and contributed significantly to improved service delivery to migrant groups 
through more than 40 years of tireless service. He served in various senior capacities on many community and 
advocacy organisations, including the Ethnic Communities Council of Western Australia, the Multicultural Services 
Centre of Western Australia and the Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia. 
A teacher by profession, Mr Agocs was also active in the education sector through the Western Australian Multicultural 
Education Advisory Committee, the Australian Learning and Teaching Council, the Multicultural Education Council 
of WA, and the Edith Cowan University intercultural studies advisory committee, among others. 
Through his extensive community work, he was instrumental in initiating and providing high-level input to 
multicultural policies and programs at local, state and national levels. As a champion of multiculturalism, he was 
part of WA Labor’s community and multicultural policy committee and contributed to many of the principles that 
the McGowan government has now embedded in the Western Australian multicultural policy framework. Most 
recently, Mr Agocs was a member of the Ministerial Multicultural Advisory Council providing trusted and 
invaluable advice on issues of significance to WA’s CALD communities. Through his work on the MMAC and 
a number of other state and Australian government committees, Mr Agocs developed a reputation for his forthright 
and determined pursuit of equality in Western Australia. His passing is a great loss to Western Australia and I am 
privileged to have the opportunity to honour such a hardworking, inspiring and high-achieving member of our 
community today. I acknowledge the presence of his wife, Barbara, and their daughters, Andrea, Carolyn and 
Daniella, in the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon. On behalf of the state government, I offer our sincere condolences 
to Mr Nick Agocs’ family, colleagues and friends. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I, too, would like to acknowledge the presence of Mr Nick Agocs’ family in the gallery 
and acknowledge his contribution to the state of Western Australia, which was a fantastic one. I pass on my 
condolences to all his family and friends and to those in the multicultural communities that have been impacted 
by his passing. 
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